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The judges obeyed and revised the depositions
with great care. Once more sentence was pro-
nounced against Arnold. Thereupon the King de-
termined to make an example of those who in his
name oppressed the poor under form of law. He
summoned before him the Chancellor and the three
judges at whose door he supposed the guilt to lie.
To the Chancellor he addressed six words only:
"March, thy place is filled already." The three
judges were first rated like malefactors and then
flung into the common gaol.

It would be tedious to recite all the items of the
King's vengeance. His hand fell as heavily upon
the provincial court as upon the judges at Berlin,
When the Minister of Justice refused to pronounce
sentence against them, Frederick himself condemned
them to loss of office, a year's imprisonment, and
the payment of all that Arnold had lost. Thus the
miller triumphed, though he had in truth suffered
no loss of water power. Not till the succeeding
reign was his knavery exposed and the royal decree
reversed.

These proceedings, which took place in the later
years of the reign, serve to show that Frederick was
strong enough to trample the law and its ministers
underfoot. In general, however, he proved himself
practical, impartial, and firm in all that pertained to
the judicial system. The story that a miller of Pots-
dam refused to sell his wind-mill to the King and
answered his threats with a reference to the courts,
has been destroyed by modern criticism. " The laws
must speak and the sovereign be silent,*' was, how-